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I would like to thank all of you for 
the warm welcome I received in 
my new position as Development 
Director for the Trezevant Foun-
dation.  I am very excited about 
growing the foundation to meet 
the needs of the residents, staff, 
and community of Trezevant.  
     Trezevant brings fond mem-
ories to many of you. I am only 
asking you to consider allowing 
others to experience what you 
have at Trezevant. Leaving your 
legacy at Trezevant for more 
generations to experience the 
Trezevant Way. What is it to leave 
a legacy? I believe when you leave 
a legacy you leave a little part of 
yourself behind to better the next 
person, generation or decade.  By 
recognizing the Trezevant Foun-
dation in your will or estate plan 
you will be helping to ensure that 
Trezevant will be around for cur-
rent and future residents. 
     Like many non-profit orga-
nizations, Trezevant Foundation 
relies on generous donations from 
individuals, grants and other foun-
dations to provide the best service 
to our residents and to further the 
mission of Trezevant. There are 
many worthy organizations to do-

nate your time, talent and treasure 
and we hope you will consider the 
Trezevant Foundation as well. 
     There are several ways to give 
to the Trezevant Foundation. 
Types of gifts needed are: 
    •Gifts of Cash
    •Will Bequest
    •Bank accounts and Certificates
      of Deposit
    •Retirement Plan Assets and
     Annuities
    •Life Insurance
    •Entrance Fee Investment

The E. H. Little Society, named 
for Trezevant founding benefactor 
in memory of his wife, Suzanne 
Trezevant Little, is comprised 
of those who have included the 
Trezevant Foundation in their 
planned giving. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a member of 
the E.H. Little Society, please 
contact Stacey Sears with the 
Trezevant Foundation at founda-
tion@trezevantmanor.org or call 
901-251-9242 to hear more about 
leaving your legacy.
     Again, thank you all for mak-
ing me feel welcomed here at 
Trezevant. If you have not stopped 
by please come in and say hello! 

From the CEO
Kent Phillips

From the FOUNDATION
Stacey Sears

Each January Trezevant hosts a Board Reception to honor our current 
and past Board members, Resident Council members and Floor 
representatives.  We hold this event immediately following our Annual 
meeting.  It serves as a time to confirm faith in our mission, honor our 
departing volunteers and welcome new members.  As the new year 
breaks, it is a time for reflection and renewal.
     John Ivy starts his second year serving as Trezevant’s Chair, and his 
comments at this year’s reception bear repeating.  He carried over a 
theme from last year’s comments as he took the helm of leadership – 
that we should focus on a single letter to guide us.  Last year, that letter 
was “E”, as in Excellence – the definition of it, the quest for it and the 
measurement of it.  Most notably, he spoke of the necessary Energy 
required to achieve it.
     I’d like to think that message sank in well, and that our leadership 
team listened.  Following a year in which Trezevant was honored with 
a Choice Community award for superior levels of resident engagement, 
and an Excellence in Spiritual Care award by the Healthcare Chaplaincy 
Network, in 2019 we earned a Bronze level award for excellence in 
health care for the Terrace and the Allen Morgan center.  This award is 
presented by the American Health Care Association and the National 
Center for Assisted Living and follows the core values and criteria of 
the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program.  In addition, the annual 
survey of the Allen Morgan Center by the Tennessee Department 
of Health was deficiency-free, the best performance possible.        
Consequently, we are now a 5-star facility, the highest rating possible.
     John is focusing on a new letter for this year – “G”.  This letter has a 
bold side to it, as in Grand and Great.  As we focus on those qualities, 
we can’t exclude the humble, or Gentle side of it – as in Grace, and her 
close cousins, Graciousness and Gracefulness.  These are terrific words 
to Guide us in this, our 44th year of serving Memphis seniors enjoying 
their Golden years.
     Finally, one of my favorites – Gratitude.  I am personally grateful 
to work with such wonderful residents, committed volunteers and 
supportive Board members.  Many thanks to John for his leadership 
and to our Board of Directors and Foundation Trustees for keeping us 
focused on Excellence, Greatness and Grace.
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We had a wonderful Candlelight Christmas 
worship celebration on Dec. 22nd with 175 people 
present! 
     Also as part of our Christmas celebration 
residents were offered the opportunity to donate 
to our Christmas music and flowers at St. Edward.  
You all were especially generous this year.  Thanks 
to your generosity we will be able to offer special 
music once a month for worship at St. Edward!
2020 brings some new offerings in spiritual care also:
Mindfulness meditation has moved from Wednes-
days to Monday at 3 pm in the chapel. 
Chaplains’ class—3pm on Wednesdays
Chaplains class kicked off  Jan 8th with the
Rev. Anne Carriere leading us in her class “That
was Then, This is Now.  In it, we explored the
various types of loss we have experienced in our
lives.  It was a wonderful class with lots of good
discussions.
IN February, I will facilitate a discussion entitled 
“Dementia—how do we relate to friends living 
with Dementia?”  The Rev. Tom Momberg and the 
Rev. Eyleen Farmer will lead a discussion on the 
meaning of Ash Wed. and Lent, and in March and 
April 1, the Rev. Ben Bledsoe will lead a 4-week 
study “Wherein Lies your Hope?    The first 3 
weeks of that study will focus on biblical references 
to hope, and the fouth will be a panel discussion 
with 3-4 Trezevant residents, sharing what gives 
them hope.  
Spiritual Speaker Series—7:15 pm the first Tues-
day of each month
Our spiritual speaker series, “Created to Create” 
resumes with Page Williamson sharing on Spiritu-
ality and Photography on Tuesday, Feb 4th.  Rinnie 

From the CHAPLAIN
The Rev. Julie McKenna

Wood will share her understanding of Spirituality and 
Exercise on Tuesday,  March 3rd, and Ben Bledsoe will 
share his experience of spirituality and Gardening on 
April 7th.   
Special Worship services this spring include:
Ash Wednesday Service, Feb. 26th at noon in the 
chapel.  April 5 begins HOLY WEEK and we will 
have the following special services that week:
     •Palm Sunday Celebration with Holy Commu 
nion—Sunday, April 5th at 10:30  (Special Music)
     •Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion, Thurs-
day, April 9th at 3 pm  
     •Good Friday, Friday, April 10th at Noon.  
     •Easter Celebration with Holy Communion
Sunday, April 12th at 10:30 (Special music, trumpeter)

A note to residents and families—We have a lot of 
programming going on through the chaplains’ dept., 
but please know the chaplains want to be available 
to residents and families to support you as you go 
through changes in health, transitions from one level 
of care to the next, or provide a listening ear with 
whatever is going on with you.  Please feel free to call 
me and set up an appointment if you feel a need to 
talk to someone, are having a difficult time making a 
decision, or struggling with caring for a spouse, friend 
or family member.  You can reach me at 325-8108 or 
jmckenna@trezevantmanor.org.   I am in the office 
Monday through Thursday, and Sunday mornings, 
but I will call you back if you leave a message and be 
glad to set up a time to meet with you.  Barbara is also 
available as needed for residents to talk with.  She is 
here Monday through Friday.  Her contact info is: 
251-9208 or bkirknorris@trezevantmanor.org.   

I’ll be the first to admit that some surprises are not 
good.  However, working in Dottie’s Digs is FULL 
of GOOD surprises.  My favorite line is, “You just 
never know!”  Not long ago I received a donation of 
collector plates, so like I often do, I did a little research.
     Edna Hibel was a prolific artist living from 
1917-2014.  Born in Boston she was trained as 
an artist at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.   
She worked in oil, watercolor, and perfected the 
drawing medium called stone lithography. In 1983 
Ms. Hibel was selected by the United Nations 
World Food Program to create “Mother Earth”, an 
original painting to be used by the United Nations 
as a limited edition art print.  In 1995 she creat-
ed, “Our Mothers Before Us” to commentate the 
75th Anniversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment which gave women the right to vote.       
Edna Hibel received the Leonardo da Vinci World 
Award of Arts in 2001 from the World Cultural 
Council.  The list could go on.
Edna Hibel is quoted as saying, ‘My art is dedicat-
ed to the wondrous relationship between mother 
and child.”  In 1984 her first plate in the Hibel 
Mother’s Day Series won awards as Plate of the 
Year from the National Association of Limited 
Edition Dealers.  
     We now had in Dottie’s, 18 of these mint 
condition, limited edition, plates in boxes with 
authenticity papers.  They were from various years 
and series. Some were duplicates.  My guess is that 
they had been purchased as gifts and never given.  
The going Ebay price for the plates is in a range of 
$2.00-$30.00.  Our 18 plates have been priced in 
Dottie’s for $5.00 and none had sold until…
     Enter my neighbor.  She contacted me about a 
possible Christmas gift for her son.  I told her of 
the upcoming Dottie’s Digs sale and invited her 
to take a look.  I was anxious to have her at the 
sale I had been describing to her for a while.  She 
came with her daughter and they had a ball getting 

things ON and OFF their list!  Then I noticed 
they were looking at the plates.  She said, “These 
are Edna Hibel plates.”  “You know Geoff (her 
husband) and his mom were some of her models 
when he was a baby.”  WHAT???????
     Geoff ’s grandparents lived in Hartford, CT 
where they met Edna Hibel through art exhibits.  
Meme (grandmother) was an artist herself and 
started collecting Edna Hibel work early on.  Once 
in NYC, where Geoff and his parents were living, 
they attended a Hibel art exhibit together.  Edna 
Hibel was taken with Lucia (mother) and Geoff, 
probably because of her young age.  Ms. Hibel 
painted two pictures of them, one of which my 
neighbor has in Memphis.  None of the collector 
plates are named for Lucia and Geoff, but there is 
one named Lucia and Child, however, the child is a 
girl. Go figure.
     My neighbor bought some of the plates and 
she will be a return customer.   We had a chatty 
exchange with her mother-in-law, who couldn’t be-
lieve the coincidence and now we have a great story.
     Connections are all around us.  Dottie’s Digs is 
full of them.
       Retail Robin

Dottie’s Digs
     



in Memphis, before working at 
MLGW, the very company Don-
na Sue had integrated so long ago.  
     “Or,” she added, “We could 
wait to marry until you finish what 
you started in Charlottesville,”  
     “Nope. If I do, someone else 
will marry you, and I’ll be left in 

I think some people are just 
destined to meet.  No matter how 
hard you shake the snow globe, 
those little white specks seem to 
settle down the same way every 
time. Donna Sue and Wayne 
Shannon are like that. They just 
had to meet and marry. It couldn’t 
have turned out any other way.  
     At birth, only 283 miles of 
the Mississippi, separated them 
with Wayne growing up in St. 
Louis and Donna Sue in South 
Memphis. Both worked in the 
area of personnel and training 
for large corporations. It was just 

a matter of time 
before their paths 
crossed in 1972 
at a professional 
conference. The 
spirits that guid-
ed them must 
have worked in 
tandem bringing 

them to that conference where 
they began their long-distance 
courtship.  
     Wayne was with Crouse-
Hinds Electrical Company in 
Charlottesville, Virginia where he 
managed personnel and training. 
He had been in that profession for 
many years. Donna Sue was new 

Boy Scouts of America in Chica-
go and New York. He left the Boy 
Scouts disenchanted with their 
support of the Viet Nam War and 
joined Offender Aid and Resto-
ration which helped convicted 
people obtain GEDs and health 
care in Charlottesville. There, one 
of his board members, also a state 
legislator asked him to be his leg-
islative assistant. Politics now sent 
Wayne on expeditions throughout 
rural Virginia registering poor, 
African Americans voters.  
     Do you see the similarities? 
The parallels are becoming clear.  
Both were drawn to jobs that 
helped the disadvantaged.  It was 
just a matter of time until they 
met.  
     Like Wayne’s scouting back-
ground, Donna Sue was a Y Teen 
with the YWCA and later became 
the president of the organization. 
She earned a full ride to the Uni-
versity of Tennessee which was cut 
short by her first marriage.  She fin-
ished up at Memphis State, added a 
master’s degree in Communications, 
and taught there for 25 years.  
     She joined the Panel of Amer-

Our Stories
ican Women and worked to 
improve race relations by speaking 
and fostering personal relation-
ships with women of color. This 
earned her a reputation as a civil 
rights advocate, but there were 
disappointments. Her children 
were harassed and intimidated for 
her stance on civil rights.  
     “My greatest regret is that 
they had to be victims of the 
very racial prejudice I was trying 
to eliminate,” but she utilized 
these experiences in her speaking 
engagements with the Panel. Her 
efforts won her the Woman of 
Achievement Award for Vision 
in 2000.  Later, at historic Mason 
Temple where King gave his last 
speech, the City of Memphis and 
the Church of God in Christ gave 
her the “Be the Dream” award for 
her work in civil rights.
     “Hey, don’t forget. I won an award, 
too,” Wayne protested.
     “Oh, yeah? What was that” I 
asked.
     “I got Donna Sue, the only 
award I ever wanted!” 
     Donna Sue had given Wayne 
two requirements before she 
would marry him. He had to move 
to Memphis, and he had to have a 
job there.
     “Done!” said Wayne who would 
enjoy a long career reorganizing 
Dobbs International Services 

Donna Sue & Wayne Shannon

by Jack Richbourg

the cold.”
     So, feel free, my friends.  Just 
go ahead.  Pick up that snow globe 
and shake it all you want.  When 
everything settles, the scene will 
still be the same. They just had to 
meet and marry.  It couldn’t have 
turned out any other way.  

 

having just been hired by MLGW, 
but her work there turned out to 
be a pivotal point in her life and 
the life of our city.  
     MLGW was in trouble. Sued 
in Federal District Court for 
discrimination, it had to deseg-
regate its management within 5 
years, a very tall order in 1978.  
Donna Sue had the job of assess-
ing African-American and female 
employees, training them, and 
moving them into management 
positions. It was a revolutionary 
shakeup, and a lot of people be-
came very, very angry. Donna Sue, 
for a while, became the most dis-
liked woman in the company, but 
five years later, the judge dismissed 
the lawsuit. There was no further 
need for his supervision because 
Donna Sue had dragged MLGW 
kicking and screaming into com-
pliance. Today, she describes it as 
her greatest achievement. 

 

   Meanwhile, Wayne, a former 
Eagle Scout, was transforming 
boys into men at his job with the 



In addition to Independent Living offerings, some 
new things are happening in Allen Morgan
and the Terrace. For the past several years 
Trezevant has had 3 outside volunteers bring 
their pets for Pet Therapy in Allen Morgan and 
the Terrace on a regular basis. Starting in 2020, 
Trezevant will have two new in-house pet therapy 
teams. Elinor Reed and her dog Molly Francis, 
sometimes also escorted by “Molly’s aunt”, Mari-
lyn Dunavant, are working with Chaplain Barbara 
visiting residents. Milton Winter and his dog Dora 
are also visiting residents. It is a joy to see our 
residents share their own pets with fellow residents 
who are often unable to get out and about or enjoy 
their own pets.
     According to leisurecare.com, pet therapy for 
seniors include increased self-esteem and confi-

dence. It improves social skills and reduces the 
risk of depression. Pet Therapy reduces feelings 
of loneliness and anxiety. Besides bringing joy to 
their owners, they also help others feel the tender-
ness and caring.
     Pet therapy for the elderly is very popular in 
assisted and independent living communities. 
It has only been a few years ago that pets have 
been allowed at Trezevant and it is very popular 
amongst pet lovers. Trezevant allows those living 
in an apartment a pet no more than 25 lbs. and 
45 lbs. for a Garden Home. Many senior living 
communities are opening up their facilities to have 
pet therapy programs for their residents as well as 
ownership. Whether you own a pet or you attend 
a pet therapy session, animals can make your day 
just a little brighter and enjoyable. 

~ Rev. Julie McKenna  ~

If Dogs Are Our Best friends,
They Must Be Our Best Therapy.



On a very warm January day, I walked into the 
home of Jim and Missie McDonnell to a kind hello. 
As Jim and I sat in his den, I am noticing his slip-
pers because they are very unique. He will tell me at 
the end of my visit that they are from New Zealand 
and are very comfortable. The whole visit was very 
comfortable and conversation flowed talking with 
Jim and about his life.
     Jim started from the beginning: born in 1925 in 
Memphis, Jim lived in Midtown next to Chickasaw 
Gardens. He knew growing up that he would head 
to boarding school. This came to fruition when Jim 
attended The Webb School in Bell Buckle Tennessee 
for his tenth through twelfth grade school years. 
     “The Webb School had an enormous impact on 
the development of my character,” said Jim Mc-
Donnell. This included the honor code which each 
student acknowledges on entering school. In fact, 
Webb invented the honor code in 1870 being the 
first educational institution (secondary or college) to 
implement such a code.
     Jim graduated from Webb in 1943 in a class of 
25 graduating seniors and later served as Chairman 
of The Board of Trustees for 23 years. In the last 

few years, Jim was able to establish the McDon-
nell-Follin Scholar Program at Webb. This program 
supports an in-depth academic study of a subject 
selected by the student for a semester-long review 
under the mentoring guidance of a faculty member. 
The student creates a concentrated field of study 
meeting with his faculty committee which reviews 
and questions the research. Hopefully, this will 
develop a technique that will be beneficial after the 
student enters college.
     Upon graduation, Jim attended Vanderbilt 
University. Since Worl War II was in progress, Jim 
entered the Navy V-12 program, attending Sewanee 
and Princeton following which he served on a De-
stroyer (Sewnson DD 729) for three years. 
     Jim attended Yale University where he received 
his undergraduate and Law Degree. Later, he was 
called back into the Navy during the Korean War 
for two years. He then returned to Memphis to 
practice law.
     Jim practiced law at Canada, Russell, and Turner 
which at the time was the third-largest firm in 
Memphis with seven attorneys. It was a general 
practice of Law but heavy on litigation.

Jim traveled to many states while practicing. Also, 
through mergers, the firm’s name changed many times, 
currently being Wyatt, Tarrant and Combs LLP.
     Coming to the end of our talk, I observed many 
family portraits around the den. I asked Jim about 
his family and he let me know that they are spread 
throughout the US. He brought up a home in Bo-
liver Tennessee that has belonged in his family for 
many generations. This house is about an hour away 
called McNeal Place. 
     McNeal Place or the Ezekiel Polk McNeal House 
is an Italianate mansion in Bolivar, Tennessee, part of 
Hardeman County, Tennessee. The home was built 
for Major Ezekiel Polk McNeal’s (born 1804) and 
his wife. Initial construction began in 1858 and the 
mansion was completed during the American Civil 
War circa 1861 - 1862. It was designed by architect 
Samuel Sloan. The home is in the National Register 
of Historic Places and is described as “the finest Ital-
ianate house in West Tennessee and among the most 
outstanding in the state.” The house is a two-story 
brick building with square cupola. Beautifully round-
ed doorways and rich tapestry throughout the home 
make this a must to visit on your bucket list.

     Jim and Missie have lived at Trezevant, in a 
home, since March of 2014. They have a beautiful 
blended family of six children, 12 grandchildren, 
and 3 great-grandchildren.

Ezekiel Polk McNeal HouseJim McDonnell: at home in history.
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Suzette and Randy Turner

John David Tutterow
Mrs. Bernice Tutterow

Henry Varnell
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wimmer

Diane Wellford
Mrs. Libby Daughdrill

June and Harry Wilcox
Margaret and Grayson Smith

Doris Campbell
Margaret and Grayson Smith

Charlene Craig
Mrs. Sara Shelton

Jim Daughdrill
Mrs. Libby Daughdrill

Marie Murff Duncan
Mrs. Libby Daughdrill
Mrs. Helen Jabbour

Dr. Barry Gerald
Mrs. Barbara Bacharach
Mrs. Geneva “Gee Gee” Chandler
Ms. Sara Heckle
Mr. and Mrs.George Walker
Mrs. Thomas Wood

Susan Griffin
Cathy and Jack Richbourg

Marguerite Bacon Hickey
Sidney and David Hickey

June Hildebrand
Mrs. Barbara Bacharach
Ms. Rita A. Frix
Mrs. Anita Pharr
Mrs. Thomas Wood

Sissy Jones
Martha and Jim Boyd

Andrea H. Loth
Rusty Loth

Bickie McDonnell
McDonnell Family Foundation

Rev. Don Mowery
Margaret and Grayson Smith

Dr. Patricia Murrell
Mrs. Barbara Bacharach
Ms. Martha Boyd
Dr. Susanne Darnell
Mrs. Sara Holmes
Mrs. Nancy Morris
Mrs. Anita Pharr
Mrs. Thomas Wood

Sally Overman
Margaret and Grayson Smith

Dottie Gillespie Pennepacker
P. Trowbridge Gillespie

Mary Lou Woods
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

Virginia Yerian
Margaret and Grayson Smith

Suzette and Randy Turner
In honor of:
Ginger Acuff
Mrs. Bill Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Glynn Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Bailey Weiner
Mrs. Caroline Bartusch
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Campbell
3rd Floor Memory Care Nurses
and Associates
Mrs. Bill Carrington Jones
Mr. Ken Clark
Mrs. Bill Coolidge
Dr. and Mrs. John Crews
Marketing Department
Mr. and Mrs. John Dulin
Dr. and mrs. Bobby Hollabaugh
Mrs. Sherri Hardwick
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Keathley
Mr. and Mrs. Neely Mallory
Kim O’Donnell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Murray
Mrs. John Sheahan
Dr. and Mrs. Owen Tabor
Dr. and Mrs. Owen Tabor, Jr.
Dr. Jeff Warren
Dr. and Mrs. Sid Wilroy
Mrs. David Willliams

Ms. Wheat
In honor of:
Ann Powell

Mrs. Susan Whitehead
In honor of:
Robbie Niter

M E M O R I A L S
Carole Bizot
Mrs. Ann P. Bailey
Mrs. Jean Borkert
Mrs. Geneva “Gee Gee” Chandler
Ms. Sara Heckle
Mrs. Helen Jabbour
Miss Mary Alice Quinn
Donna Sue and Wayne Shannon
Suzette and Randy Turner
Ms. Frankie Wade
Mr. and Mrs.George Walker
Mrs. Thomas Wood

Grover Bowles
Mrs. Nancy Morris

Don Burkhalter
Dr. and Mrs. James Mitchum

Anonymouos to the Scholarship Fund

Anonymouse to the Library Fund

Harley Wayne Brafford to the Scholarship Fund

Mrs. Barbara Christensen to the Scholarship Fund

Dr. Anne Connell to the Scholarship Fund

Mrs. Helen Cox to the Library Fund

Patricia Darlington to the Scholarship Fund
In memory of:
Julian and Jeanne Darlington

Mrs. Libby Daughdrill to the Chapel Fund

Mr. Jed Dreifus to the Scholarship Fund

Ms. Marilyn Dunavant to the Scholarship Fund

Four Seasons/Memory, Inc to the Memory Support

Dr. Suzanne Gronemeyer to the Scholarship Fund
In honor or:
Ray Curle
Barbara Dale Crafton
Chris Garrett
Sally Hergenrader
Theresa Mauer
Rodgers Menzies
Ann Powell
Donna Sue Shannon
Donn Southern
John Webb
Mary Edith Walker
Julie Walton

Ms. Sara Heckle to the Scholarship Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Wil Hergenrader to the Scholarship Fund
In honor of:
Gee Gee Chandler
Rusty Loth
Mary Edith Walker

Mrs. Sara Holmes to the Scholarship Fund

D I R E C T E D  G I F T S
Missie and Jim McDonnell to the Scholarship Fund

Mrs. Anna McNeill to the Scholarship Fund
in honor of 
Mildred Carruthers
Gee Gee Chandler
Helen Cox
Ted and Joyce Johnson
Ann Knox

Mrs. Anna McNeill to the Scholarship Fund
In memory of:
June Hildebrandt
Pat Murrell

Dan and Vicki Murrell to the Scholarship Fund

Mrs. Barbara Nash to the Scholarship Fund
In honor of:
The Staff at Trezevant

Buddy Nix to the Scholarship Fund
in honor of:
Sara Heckle

Ms. Jimmye Pidgeon to the Art Fund
In honor of:
Dixie and Gerry Austin
Katheen Brafford
Gee Gee Chandler
 Libby Daughdrill
Mannie Frisby
Sissy and Bill Long
Nancy and Rodgers Menzies
Nancy Morris
Norma Owen
Anita Pharr
Sally and Ray Podesta
Ann Stevens
Bernice Tutterow
Donna Sue and Wayne
Fred Wimmer



Ms. Jimmye Pidgeon to the Scholarship Fund
In honor of:
Julia Allen
Barbara Bacharach
arol and Emile Bizot
Peggy Bodine
Edna Earl and John Douglas
Sally and Wil Hergenrader
Jane and Robert Jones
Missie and John McDonnell
Jenny and Bob Richardson
Barbara and Richard Williams
Betty Jane Robinson
Donn and Faye Southern
Jet Thompson
Barbara Wilson
Harry Wellford

Ms. Mary Virginia Rogers to the Scholarship Fund
In honor of:
Ann Powell

Mrs. Madge Saba to the Scholarship Fund
In Honor of:
Barbara Bacharach
Puddy Bennett
Carole and Emile Bizot
Mildred Carruthers
Mannie Frisby
Jeffrey Gross
Maggie and Bobby Hallabaugh
Sally and Wil Hergenrader
Lucille Owen
Ann Stevens
Bernice Tutterow
Ginny and John Webb
Susan Whitehead

Mr. and Mrs. John Wade to the Scholarship Fund
In memory of:
Lucy Turnbull

Mr. and Mrs. John Wade to the Scholarship Fund
In honor of:
Dee and Janet Canale
Sissy and Bill Long
Anna McNeill
Nancy Morris
Bob and Jenny Richardson

Ms. Nancy Wheat to the Scholarship Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Page Williamson to the Scholarship Fund

Mrs. Barbara Hart Wilson to the Scholarship Fund
In honor of:
Nora Conaway
Patricia Murrell
Lucy Turnbull

A N N U A L  G I F T S
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Mr. John Austin
Mrs. Mary Allie Baldwin
Mrs. Betty Brewster
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce E. Campbell
Mrs. Barbara Crafton
Meg and Scott Crosby
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dahlberg
Becky and Bill Deupree
Mr. David Edwards
Deupree Family Foundation
ALMA Philanthropy Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Gerald
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gordon
Mrs. Betty Jane Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Harvey
Robin and Dan Hatzenbuehler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hussey, Jr.
Ms. Lucy Carrington Jones
William Carrington Jones
Ms. Ann Knox

The Trezevant Foundation has made every effort to ensure that 
the information on this donor page is correct. However, if you 
should find any errors or omissions, please contact the Foundation 
Office at 901.251-9235.

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Long
Mrs. Priscilla Matheson
Mrs. Theresa Mauer
Pat and Roy Moore
Snow and Henry Morgan
Mrs. Norma Owen
Kent Phillips
Sally and Ray Podesta
Minje and Dr. Randy Ramey
Tonya and Sam Rembert
Mr. William R. Rice
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Richardson
Ms. Mary Virginia Rogers 
Peg and John Salmon
Mr. Hamilton Smythe, III
Stepherson’s Food Stores
Mr. and Mrs. George Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Walton
Mr. and Mrs. John Webb
Mr. Walker L. Wellford, III
Mrs. Susan Whitehead
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams
Mrs. Barbara Hart Wilson

She wears more hats than a haberdasher has on 
his shelves. Consider: grocer, druggist, gift store 
manager, accessory buyer, dress designer (who else 
would fashion an outfit from a Rand McNally 
map?) cashier, devoted wife, mother of two grown 
children, chef, and gardener – the jobs go on and on.
     Most of the year, Robin Swanson (Foundation 
Retail Manager) and Dorsey Wade, volunteer 
assistant, spend time and effort purchasing items 
for the Little Store and the annual holiday sale. 
(Add another hat to the list – this one made of red 
velvet trimmed with white fur.)
     Organization is the wind beneath her wings. 
She also devotes hours to managing Dottie’s Digs 
(the ground level shop selling everything from 
sterling silver items to $ jewelry.) Proof of her re-
solve to succeed is that bottom line.  In 2019, “the 
Digs” raised $94,000, $12,000 more than 2018.  
     Robin attributes her skills and energy to a 
Higher Power - her devotion, her faith and her 
love of God. 
     “I am truly using the gifts that God gave me. 
Hospitality is a gift.  I use the gifts of God. What 
I am doing is not work but Joy. People want to 
come and I want to welcome them.” 
     Robin graduated from Gustavous Adolphus 
College, a Lutheran liberal arts school in St. Peter, 
MN, where she majored in Sociology with an 
emphasis on geriatrics.  “Older people have al-
ways been ‘my people.’ I am very comfortable with 
them.” 
     She met, Dan, her husband-to-be at GAC 
where he was studying Religion and Philosophy, 
ultimately earning a law degree. 

They lived in Franklin, KY for 20 years where they 
raised their family and Dan worked as a corpo-
rate attorney.  Robin did substitute teaching, was 
the Christian Education Director at Franklin First 
United Methodist Church for 10 years and then 
most recently was the Director of the Gallery on 
the Square, a non-profit gallery selling KY and TN 
art as well as hosting classes and community events. 
     The Swansons moved to Memphis 6 years ago.  
Dan is on the legal staff of St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.
     Ironically, it was the double connection of 
church and the elderly that enabled Robin to find 
her way to Trezevant. Through relationships at 
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church a conversation 
with Rinnie Wood led to volunteering in the Little 
Store. Directions were “fluff up the shop, and work 
special events.” 

Coninued on next page

Lord knows, she was a find.
by Mary Alice Quinn

Dirested Gifts Cont.

Ben Thinking
I heard somewhere that: 
    It was a sad day when I discovered that my Universal 
Remote Control
           did not control the universe . . . not even remotely.

Maybe not so sad at all -- perhaps fortunate.
     I can’t think of anyone I want in control of the Universe
           except the One who is.



2 Ray Curle
2 Diane Davis
2 Theresa Mauer
2 John Webb
2 Jacqueline Williamson
3 Rosemary Slatterly
4 Alma Blount
4 Anne Carriere
4 Donn Southern
4 Jeanne Varnell
4 Fred Wimmer
5 Maxine Patterson
6 Nancy Donovan
8 Tina McWhorter
9 Carolyn Branton
12 Jane Collins
13 Martha Dorrah
13 Frankie Wade
13 Donna Sue Shannon
14 Martha Gary
14 Jim Rainer
15 Linda Ross
16 Frances Hay
16 Granville Taylor
17 Henrietta Brown
18 Polly Arnold
19 Janey Campbell
20 James Werkhoven
20 Rodgers Menzies
21 Barbara Crafton
21 Charlene Youree
22 Betty Jane Robinson
23 Robert Dailey
23 Nancy Pool
23 Margaret Salmon
25 John Salmon
25 Charlotte Saunders
27 Dottie Kozik
29 Carole White

1 Jed Dreifus
2 Ruby Blagg
3 Lucille Owen
4 Emile Henry
6 Elizabeth Holmes
7 Sara Thomas
9 Herman Patterson
9 Mary Baldwin
10 Mary Baldwin
10 Ken Clark
10 Willian Threlkeld
11 Peggy Garrison
14 Henry Brackins
14 Frances McDonald
16 Jo Threlkeld
17 Mary Bowles
17 Anita Pharr
17 John Kenny
18 Robert Jones
19 Susan Herron
21 Jim Dorman
21 Nancy Sue Shaw
22 Barbara Bacharach
23 Dee Canale
26 Margaret Krausnick
27 Modestine Cartwright
27 Ann Duncan
28 Suzy Brown
28 Ann Elkes
29 Jean Borkert
31 Lonnie Binkley
31 Nancy Mathes
 

1 Minor Murrah
2 Joanna Coscia
2 Missie McDonnell
3 Dolores Burkhalter
4 Donna McEniry
5 Linda Douty Mischke
5 Elinor Reed
5 Mary Wyatt
7 Jean Long
9 Bobbie Hollabaugh
11 Geradine Page
11 Judy Wimmer
12 Theresa Anderson
13 Ann Fain
14 Liliane Samuel
16 Anne Shaw
19 Pam Lowery
19 Kathleen Bradford
20 Janice Walker
23 Jane Jones
23 Betty Watson
23 Walker Wellford
25 Helen Brooks
25 Beatrice Earheart
26 Nick French
26 T V Miller
28 Priscilla Matheson
28 Bob Richardson
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B I R T H D A Y S     “Grover Bowles was about to retire as the retail 
manager of the Little Store. Dorsey was in charge 
of gifts. When Grover retired, I was hired to work 
20 hours a week. 2 years later in a conversation 
with then Foundation Director, Nora Conaway, 
and CEO Kent Phillips a new full time position 
which included managing Dottie’s Digs, was 
created and Robin was named Foundation Retail 
Manager.  
     “I’m truly using the gifts that God gave me.  
God gave me a shop and older people. I’m trying 
to be the woman God wants me to be. His plan 
has not always aligned with my plan, but I trust 
Him completely.  His plan has always been better!”
     “My parents are very disciplined and compas-
sionate Christians.”  Robin’s dad passed away 7 
years ago, her mom still lives in Rochester, MN 
and visits Memphis frequently.  “I learned a lot 
from them. Time management is important. All of 
my days are structured.”
     Weekends are for Dan, church, friends, and 
projects. She tries at least one new recipe, reads, 
and does gardening- including mowing her own 
lawn!  “I get some of my best ideas when I’m 
mowing!”
     Exercise is an important part of her life. Several 
weekday afternoons find Robin at the Kroc Center 
for a 5:30 Spin Class.  At home, supper is always 
loaded with fresh vegetables. Then it is early to 
bed, early to rise for devotion to planning the day.
     “I’m just trying to be the woman He created.”  
 

Come and see the prayer tree area!  In the connec-
tor hallway between Independent Living and Allen 
Morgan we added a prayer tree last year, thanks to 
the talents of artist Carol DeForest, and  a generous 
donation from Mary Virginia Rogers in memory of 
Dr. Helen Van Fossen.   The sculpture was new and 
interesting, but it looked lost in a dull and empty 
space. That area has changed dramatically in the last 
few months.   Dina Smith, our longtime much loved 
chapel volunteer (and future resident) took on the 
project of sprucing up the space.  With the chapel 
committee’s  encouragement, she purchased pillows 
for the furniture and artistic wooden pieces to go 
in the windows.  Members of the team also helped 
create a lending library out of the breakfront in the 
space.  (The books in the breakfront are devotionals 
and assorted spiritually uplifting readings that have 
been donated over time to the chapel.  They are 
available for folks to read as they sit in the prayer tree 
space, or on loan back to their rooms.  Come and 
check out the chapel lending library!)  
     The finishing touch on the prayer tree area was 
just completed.  Dina commissioned Trezevant’s 
own  art teacher, Anne Sayle  to paint a background 
mural for the tree.  The addition of the mural makes 
the tree “Pop.”   A huge thanks to Dina and all her 
work on this project, to make this space extra special.  
Come and check it out—and put a prayer in the knot 
of the tree if you’d like.   

PRAYER TREE
Continued
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A Tradition in Retirement Excellence

WE HEARTILY WELCOME OUR NEWEST RESIDENTS

Julia Maddox
Joy Austin-Files
Martha Wood
Anne Shaw

Ann Knox
John Maxwell
Jo Maxwell
Sylvia Adams


