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In this Issue:
•	 Critic’s Corner
•	 Mark Your Calen-
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•	 Happy New Year!



At Your Service
by Kim O’Donnell, Director of Life Enrichment

Now that the holidays are over, resolutions are set and thoughts turn 
towards the New Year. As we enter into a new year, now is the time to 
set our sights on the future. You may envision yourself pursuing a path 
of personal growth: growth that would open up new opportunities and 
self fulfillment.
Trezevant promotes an environment of enrichment and challenges you 
to participate. Enrolling in a course such as pottery, painting, acting, 
creative writing, creative movement, gardening, learning to play bridge, 
dulcimer, Mah Jongg, language, dance, or piano lessons. All of these 
opportunities can be made available to you through Creative Aging, a 
local non-profit, or by contacting your Life Enrichment office.
It is also an opportune time to assess your health goals and join in one 
of our fitness classes. We offer yoga, Tai Chi, water aerobics, balance 
and cardio resistance classes.  Not a fitness buff ?  Get involved in vol-
unteering. Trezevant has on-site opportunities in the library, Dottie’s 
Digs, St. Edward Chapel, the Little Store, Trezevant Ambassadors, and 
happy hour.  You can also join one of the on-campus committees to help 
with our gardens & grounds, employee scholarship awards, dining and 
the hourly employee Christmas fund.
Finally, if you don’t find your niche in these options, plan to join us for 
a travel adventure. The Trezevant Trailblazers are planning trips to 
Vicksburg, MS, with its rich southern and Civil War history. Nashville 
is also on the travel agenda, where the Grand Ole Opry is celebrating its 
100th anniversary and visitors can enjoy venues such as Cheekwood, 
Belle Meade, and the Frist Museum. For more details, contact me at 
901-251-9205 or kodonnell@trezevantmanor.org.
Wishing everyone the best in 2025.
Kim
Life Enrichment Director

Look for articles in this and 
future Tidings written by 
your creative neighbors. 
The talent is abundant 
at Trezevant, and we are 
delighted to feature content 
by these writers!
Ben Bledsoe
Perre Magness
Mike Osborn
Susie Osborn
Jack Richbourg
Beverly Williams
Ann Knox
Guests

LIFE ENRICHMENT
Kim O’Donnell, 
Director
kodonnell@trezevantmanor.org
(901) 251-9205

Teresa Johnson,
Communications 
Manager
tjohnson@trezevantmanor.org
(901) 746-1843

† Cover Photo:
Ann Powell photographed 
by Bob Bayne
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In St. Edward Chapel
by Rev. Julie McKenna

Worship and Holy Communion Services 
Each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. in St. Edward Chapel

Chaplains’ Classes 
Each Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. in St. Edward Chapel

•	 Wednesday, January 1st, 2025 
No Class Scheduled due to the holiday, Happy New Year! 

•	 Wednesday, January 8th & 15th, 2025 
Resilience: When there is no possibility of bouncing back to how 
things were before, how do we move forward? Join the Rev. Anne 
Carriere in the Chapel January 8th and 15th at 3:00 p.m. for some 
suggestions on how we can find hope. 

•	 Wednesday, January 22nd and 29th, 2025 
Join Catherine and Jim Lewis as they share insights into the Bibli-
cal story of Jonah. They describe some of what will be explored in 
the blurb below: 

Jonah is a fishy tale that explores the themes of God’s love 
for all people, the reluctance of an unforgiving prophet, the 
surprising morality and integrity of outsiders, and the 
foreshadowing of international missions. The story of Jo-
nah reappears in the New Testament and in the writings 
of Melville and Collodi. All of this will be explored in two 
presentations.  

SPIRITUAL 
SERVICES
Rev. Julie McKenna, 
Lead Chaplain, Director
jmckenna@trezevantmanor.org
(901) 325-4000

Rev. Barbara Kirk-Norris,
Associate Chaplain
bkirknorris@trezevantmanor.org
(901) 251-9208

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Worship & Holy Communion
Each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
St. Edward Chapel
Lectio Divina
Each Monday at 2:00 p.m.
St. Edward Chapel
Catholic Services
Each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
St. Edward Chapel
Chaplains’ Classes
Each Wednesday at 3:00 p.m.
St. Edward Chapel
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BE WELL!

2025 promises to be a year of joy, wellness, and celebration. Please join 
in any of the 34 fitness classes and community activities that promise 
to enrich your life and the lives of fellow residents.  Look at your Fit-
ness Calendar and plan your schedule.  Get stronger, more flexible and 
improve your balance throughout the year. We welcome you!    

Trezevant Explores*…
PARKINSON’S 901 FIGHTERS presented by Chip Westbrook
Friday, January 3-11:30 Lunch, Noon Presentation

The mission of Parkinson’s 901 Fighters is to connect people with Par-
kinson’s in the Memphis community and to empower them to live ac-
tive, creative lives through educational and arts programs that promote 
and support activities essential for their quality of life. 
Everyone needs exercise. At the January 3 Trezevant Explores, Chip 
Westbrook of Parkinson’s 901 Fighters, shares the details of this 
wonderful program. Whether through boxing, painting or ballet, this 
promotes existing and new programs that provide rehabilitation and 
activities, laugh and have fun as they have fun together. 
Join us! 

WELCOME FITNESS COORDINATOR KATY STANFIELD!
Meet her at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 3 in the PAC.
   

Happy New Year!
by Rinnie Wood

WELLNESS
SERVICES
Rinnie Wood,
Fitness Director 
& Community Liaison
rwood@trezevantmanor.org
(901)251-9223
Ginger Acuff, Instructor
Kirsti Carroll, Instructor
Sheila Rae, Instructor
Carol Ricossa, Instructor
Katy Stanfield, Instructor
(901) 251-9223
Rita Frix, Personal Trainer
Lucas Isley, Personal Trainer
(901) 251-9223
Valerie Smithers, RN
Wellness Nurse
vsmithers@trezevantmanor.org
(901) 251-9239
Leslie Brewington, LPN
Wellness Nurse
lbrewington@trezevantmanor.org
(901) 251-9239
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January 1
Terry Robertson
Lynnette Murff

January 6
Rusty Loth
January 8

Sally Hergenrader
Anna Pyland

January 9
Mary Linda Wardlaw

January 11
Mary Virginia Rogers

January 12
Kay Mills Due

Ann Powell
Roger Lowery

January 17
Vicki Weber

Caroline Nance
January 18 
Jo Maxwell

Christine Garrett
Anne Timmons

January 21
Allison Garrott

January 22
Norma Atkins

January 24
GeeGee Chandler

January 25
Alice Anne Miller

Julie Walton
January 26

Betty Blaylock
January 27

Mary Edith Walker
January 28

Sue Goodwin
January 30

Robert McCallum

January
Birthdays

Happy New Year!  Start the year off 
with a HOLIDAY LUNCHEON.  
Be sure to make reservations at 
251-9212.
Learn about 901 Parkinson’s 
Fighters at the TREZEVANT EX-
PLORES*  on Fri, 1/3. Luncheon at 
11:30 a.m. and presentation at Noon 
in the PAC.
Meet Katy Stanfield, new Fitness 
Director, at WELCOME PARTY 
on Fri, 1/3 at 4:00 p.m. in the PAC. 
Refreshments, too!  And say ‘Til We 
See You Again! to Rinnie Wood!
CHAPLAINS’ CLASS takes place 
each Wed  at 3:00 p.m. in the CH. 
• 1/8 & 1/15  Resilience with Anne 
Carriere
• 1/22 & 1/29 Book of Jonah with 
the Lewis’
Don’t miss THE ELVIS CON-
SPIRACY with Jim Cole  on Wed, 
1/8 at 7:15 p.m. in the PAC. 

Sign up to visit the POMPEII 
EXHIBIT* and eat lunch on Fri, 
1/10. Bus departs at 10:00 a.m. from 
WAY.
Or sign up to visit the ALL 
ABOARD EXHIBIT* at the Dixon 
on Sun,1/12. Bus departs at 1:30 
p.m. from WAY.
Attend the TAPESTRY EVENT 
on Taking Care of the Caregiver on 
Tue, 1/14 at 7:15 p.m. in the PAC.
Celebrate our  the FEATURED 
COUNTRY: ARMENIA on Thu, 
1/16 at 3:30 p.m. in the PAC. 

Don’t miss the SCOTLAND 
EVENTS like:
•	 A Showing of Local Hero with 

Steve Ross on Fri, 1/17 at 2:00 
p.m. in the PAC

•	 A Celtic Performance by Cross-
ing Chunes with our own Ran-
na Christenson on Tue, 1/21 at 
7:15 p.m. in the PAC

•	 The Burns’ Supper* on Thu, 
1/23 beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Discover more about Trezevant’s 
Arboretum at TREES & TRIVIA 
with Catherine Lewis on Mon, 1/20 
at 3:00 p.m. in the PAC. 
Learn more from your RAC at the 
QUARTERLY MEETING on 
Wed, 1/22 at 4:15 p.m. in the PAC. 

DINNER WITH MUSIC
Times vary. See Weekly Calendar 
or CATIE to confirm.
• 1/4  Sandra Miller  SDR
• 1/10  Michael Donahue SDR
• 1/17 Alejandro Parades SDR
• 1/24 Breeze Cayolle  SDR
• 1/31 Tim Stanek  SDR

SATURDAY MUSIC HOUR
Times vary. See Weekly Calendar 
or CATIE to confirm.
• 1/11 Trio from MJW PAC
• 1/25 Lannie McMillen Trio PAC

*Sign up in the Activity Book or 
on CATIE.
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9:15 AM Better Balance PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Seated Yoga 201
1:00 PM Gentle Aquatics AC
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC

10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Catholic Lay Eucharist Service  CH
10:00 AM Men’s Coffee Bistro
10:00 AM OUTING*: High Point Grocery  WAY
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
3:00 PM Chaplains’ Class: Resilience CH
4:00 PM Take Your Brain to the Gym MR
6:00 PM Birthday Night at Trezevant SDR
7:15 PM TAPESTRY EVENT: The Elvis Conspira-
cy with Jim Cole  PAC

16

23
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11

18

25

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Stretching PAC
10:00 AM OUTING*: Kroger WAY
10:00 AM OUTING*: Tour the Pompeii Exhibit 
and Lunch (Graceland Exhibition Center) 
WAY
2:00 PM MOVIE: Now Voyager (G, 1942, 5*, 
1h57m) PAC
5:30 PM Dinner with music by 
Michael Donahue SDR
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W E D N E S DAY T H U R S DAY F R I DAY S AT U R DAY

9:00 AM-4:00 PM Dottie’s Digs’ Sale G1 
9:15 AM Better Balance PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Seated Yoga 201
1:00 PM Gentle Aquatics AC
3:30 PM FEATURED COUNTRY: 
Armenia PAC 
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Stretching PAC
10:00 AM OUTING*: Kroger WAY
11:00 AM Line Dancing with Jessie PAC 
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
2:00 PM SCOTLAND EVENT: Local Hero with 
Steve Ross PAC 

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Stretching PAC
10:00 AM OUTING*: Kroger WAY 
11:00 AM Line Dancing with Jessie PAC 
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
2:00 PM MOVIE: The Talk of the Town (PG-13, 
1942, 4*, 1h57m) PAC
5:30 PM Dinner with music by 
Breeze Cayolle SDR

9:15 AM  Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC 
2:00 PM MOVIE: The Help (PG-13, 2011, 
4.5*, 2h26m) PAC
5:30 PM Dinner with music by Sandra Miller 
SDR

9:15 AM  Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC 
2:00 PM MOVIE: The Green Mile (R, 1999, 
4.5*, 3h9m) PAC
5:00 PM SATURDAY MUSIC HOUR: Trio from 
MJW PAC

9:15 AM  Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC

11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC 
2:00 PM MOVIE: Under the Tuscan Sun (PG-
13, 2003, 5*, 1h52m) PAC
3:00 PM Memphis/Germantown Art League 
Juried Art Exhibit Opening & Reception TWW
5:30 PM Dinner with music by Alejandro 
Parades SDR
6:45 PM TRANSPORTATION*: MSO with 
Bernstein’s West Side Story (for tickethold-
ers) WAY

9:15 AM  Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC 
2:00 PM MOVIE:Victor/Victoria (PG, 1982, 
5*, 2h8m) PAC 
5:00 PM SATURDAY MUSIC HOUR: Lannie 
McMillen Trio PAC
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8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC

10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Catholic Lay Eucharist Service  CH
10:00 AM Men’s Coffee Bistro
10:00 AM OUTING*: High Point Grocery WAY
11:00 AM  TRANSPORTATION*: Creative Aging 
presents Almost Elton WAY
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
3:00 PM Chaplains’ Class: Resilience with 
Anne Carriere CH
4:00 PM Conversations with Kent PAC

109

15

24

3

29

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Stretching PAC
10:00 AM OUTING*: Kroger WAY
11:30 AM TREZEVANT EXPLORES: 901 
Parkinson’s Fighters PAC
4:00 PM Welcome, Katy! & Til We See You 
Again, Rinnie! Party PAC
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30

8

31

9:00 AM-4:00 PM Dottie’s Digs’ G1 
9:15 AM Better Balance PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Seated Yoga 201
1:00 PM Gentle Aquatics AC
3:00 PM Sewing Circle CR 310
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC

Holiday Luncheon
Two Seatings

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. or 12:30 p.m. 
- 2:00 p.m.

Make Reservations at 901-251-9212.

9:15 AM Better Balance PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Seated Yoga 201
1:00 PM Gentle Aquatics AC
5:00 PM Happy Hour Bistro
5:30 PM Burns’ Supper PAC

NEW YEAR’S DAY

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC

10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Catholic Mass  CH
10:00 AM Men’s Coffee Bistro
10:00 AM OUTING*: High Point Grocery WAY
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
3:00 PM Chaplains’ Class: Book of Jonah with 
the Lewis’ CH
4:15 PM RAC Quarterly Meeting for 
all residents PAC

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Stretching PAC
10:00 AM OUTING*: Kroger WAY 
11:00 AM Line Dancing with Jessie PAC 
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
2:00 PM MOVIE: High Society (PG-13, 1956, 
4.5*, 1h51m) PAC
5:30 PM Dinner with music by Tim Stanek 
SDR

9:15 AM Better Balance PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Seated Yoga 201
1:00 PM Gentle Aquatics AC
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Catholic Lay Eucharist Service  CH
10:00 AM Men’s Coffee Bistro
10:00 AM OUTING*: High Point Grocery WAY
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
3:00 PM Chaplains’ Class: Book of Jonah with 
the Lewis’ CH 
4:00 PM Take Your Brain to the Gym MR
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8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Pilates 201
1:00 PM Bridge SDR
2:00 PM Lectio Divina CH
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC

10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Pilates 201
1:00 PM Bridge SDR
2:00 PM Lectio Divina CH
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC 

8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC

10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Pilates 201
2:00 PM Lectio Divina with Anne Carriere CH
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
3:00 PM SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Trees 
& Trivia with Catherine Lewis PAC
5:00 PM Happy Hour 
6:00 PM Mystery Dinner

10:30 AM Worship & Holy Communion  CH
2:00 PM MOVIE: White Bird (G, 2024, 4.5*, 
2h1m) PAC
4:00 PM SPECIAL PERFORMANCE: The 
Dubois Duo (Classical) MR

10:30 AM Worship & Holy Communion CH
1:30 PM TRANSPORTATION*: All Aboard: The 
Railroad in American Art Exhibit WAY
2:00 PM MOVIE:  Conclave (PG, 2024, 4*, 
2h) PAC

10:30 AM Worship & Holy Communion  CH
2:00 PM TRANSPORTATION*: MSO with 
Bernstein’s West Side Story (for ticketholders) 
WAY

10:30 AM Worship & Holy Communion  CH
2:00 PM MOVIE: Here (PG-13,  2024, 4. 5*, 
1h44m) PAC 

9:15  AM Advanced Core PAC
10:00 AM OUTING*: Walgreen’s Senior Day 
WAY
10:00 AM Yoga 201
10:00 AM Aerobics & Balance PAC
11:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC
2:00 PM TAPESTRY EVENT: The Memphis 13 
with Daniel Kiel, Law Professor, UofM PAC
4:30 PM TREZEVANT TASTING*: ScotchTast-
ing MR

9:15 AM Advanced Core PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
10:00 AM Aerobics & Balance PAC
11:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC
7:15 PM TAPESTRY PRESENTATION: Taking 
Care of the Caregiver of Patients with Dementia 
PAC 
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9:15 AM Advanced Core PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
10:00 AM Aerobics & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Sewing Circle CR 310
11:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC
1:30 PM IFF Club Meeting PAC
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
4:00 PM Idlewild Communion Service CH
7:15 PM SCOTLAND EVENT: Celtic Perfor-
mance by Crossing Chunes, Ranna Christenson 
PAC

PLEASE NOTE:
Events are subject to change.  

Please check the weekly calen-
dar for updated information.
An Asterisk after the Event 

Name* indicates that you must 
sign up for that event either in 
the Activity Book or in CATIE. 6

27	
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28	
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8:15 AM  Water Aerobics AC
9:15 AM Strength & Balance PAC
10:00 AM Tai Chi PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
11:00 AM Men’s Exercise PAC
11:00 AM Pilates 201
1:00 PM Bridge SDR
2:00 PM Lectio Divina CH
2:00 PM Stretch & Balance 201
5:00 PM Happy Hour PAC

 

9:15 AM Advanced Core PAC
10:00 AM Yoga 201
10:00 AM Aerobics & Balance PAC
11:00 AM Gentle Aquatics AC

G1-Garage 1st Floor
201-Fitness Room

310-Club Room 310
AC-Aquatic Center

CH-St. Edward Chapel
GAL-Gallery Dining Room

HPL-Highland Parking  Entrance 

LOCATION KEY
MR-Music Room

MWW-Manor Walkway
PAC-Performing Arts Center 
SDR-Snowden Dining Room 

TT-Terrace Tearoom
TWW-Terrace Walkway

WAY-Waynoka Entrance

Dr. Warren’s Clinic Hours
Wed., January 8
Tue, January 14

Wed, January 22
Tue, January 28

12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.



1/4/2025  2:00 PM  
The Help (PG-13, 2011, 5*, 2h20m) 
In 1960s Mississippi, Southern society girl Skeeter 
turns her small town on its ear when she interviews the 
black women who have spent their lives taking care of 
prominent white families.

1/5/2025  2:00 PM 
White Bird: A Wonder Story (G, 2024, 4.5*, 2h1m) 
A young Jewish girl is hidden away by a family in Nazi-
occupied France during World War II. Her experience 
demonstrates the power of kindness to change hearts, 
build bridges, and even save lives. Based on the graphic 
novel by RJ Palacio and a spinoff of the 2017 film, 
“Wonder.”

1/10/2022  2:00 PM 
Now Voyager(G, 1942, 5*, 1h57m) 
Young Charlotte Vale leads a deeply repressed life, 
suffering under a domineering mother, until psychiatrist 
Dr. Jaquith encourages her to emerge from her cocoon. 

1/11/2025  2:00 PM
The Green Mile (R, 1999, 5*, 3h8m)
Based on a Stephen King novel, Death Row guards at a 
penitentiary, in the 1930’s, have a moral dilemma with 
their jobs, when they discover one of their prisoners, a 
convicted murderer, has healing powers.

1/12/2025 2:00 PM  
Conclave (PG, 2024, 4*, 2h) 
In Conclave, Cardinal Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) finds 
himself at the center of a conspiracy while overseeing 
one of the world’s most secretive events–selecting a 
new Pope.

1/18/2025 2:00 PM 
Under the Tuscan Sun (PG-13, 2003, 5*, 1h52m) 
Recently divorced, Frances Mayes is desperate to 
turn her life around. On a trip to Italy, she impulsively 
purchases a rural Tuscan villa and moves in to a town 
full of colorful local characters, hoping the change of 
scenery will change her life.

1/24/2025  2:00 PM
The Talk of the Town (R, 1942, 5*, 1h51m)
A charming fugitive, a beautiful teacher and a stuffy 
lawyer, forced to become roommates, are rumor-mill 
fodder in this madcap romantic farce.

1/25/2025  2:00 PM
Victor/Victoria (PG, 1982, 5*, 2h8m)
Chicago mobster (James Garner) eyes female impersonator 
(Julie Andrews) in ‘30s Paris.

1/26/2025  2:00 PM
Here (PG-13, 2024, 4*, 1h44m)
A tale of love, loss, laughter, and life, all of which happen 
right Here.

1/31/2025  2:00 PM
High Society (NR, 1956, 4.5*, 1h51m)
An all-star musical romp finds Grace Kelly about to 
remarry when wealthy ex-husband Bing Crosby pops 
back into her life and tries to win her back.

AT TREZEVANT
CORNER

What kind of movie is Conclave? Is it about religion? Yes. Is it a mystery? Yes, although a pretty thin one. Is it 
a critique of the Catholic Church? Oh, most definitely. Is it about world politics and American politics? Yes 
and yes. It’s about all of these things. 

The word, “conclave,” is derived from the Latin, “cum 
clave,” which means “with key.” The film is the story of 
108 Cardinals locked in the Sistine Chapel until they 
have chosen a new pope. While the story is fictional, 
the selection method isn’t. That’s exactly how they 
pick popes. The proceedings are secret, but we get a 
peek through the keyhole to see how the sausage of 
papal succession is made, and it’s not a pretty sight. 
The sausage is stuffed with mystery, power politics, 
sex, and intrigue.  There’s even the last minute, 
insertion of a mystery cardinal known only to the 
dead pope because this cardinal was appointed “in 
pectore,” meaning it was only known “in the heart” of 
the now passed on pontiff.

In fact, mystery is a continuing theme in the film 
not only about the outcome of the election, but 
also concerning the character of the cardinals. We 
discover quite quickly that the unholy trinity of 
politics, sex, and ambition are no strangers to the 
Vatican. 

The story unfolds through the Dean of the College 
of Cardinals, Thomas Lawrence, (Ralph Fiennes) 
struggling with his own crisis of faith. He preaches, 
“If there is no doubt and only certainty, then there is 
no mystery [there’s that word again] and no need for 
faith,” an observation equally applicable to both his 

theology and his ethical dilemma. The papal election 
process reminds us of recent American politics when 
Lawrence asks, Aldo Bellini, the American Cardinal, 
played by Stanley Tucci, “What did he promise you, 
Secretary of State?” Indeed, the hidden dynamic 
tension between the conservative and liberal 
members of the College of Cardinals is a caustic 
commentary on our own recent elections.

The cast includes John Lithgow playing the 
ambitious Canadian cardinal, Joseph Trembley, 
whose mendacity reveals that high-ranking Catholic 
clerics are not immune to temptation. Award Tucci 
a passing grade for his portrayal of Bellini, but he’s 
overshadowed by the stellar performances of Fiennes 
and Lithgow. 

There is, of course, a surprise ending. The mysteries 
are solved. The cardinal sins are exposed. A new 
pope is selected. The white smoke ascends from 
the chimney, and just when you expect the credits 
to scroll, director, David Berger, leaves you with a 
Hitchcockian twist that shakes an ironic, yet scolding 
finger in the face of Catholicism. So don’t leave in the 
middle, or you’ll miss quite a dramatic disclosure 
from our new pope.

A Movie Review
By Jack Richbourg

C
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Richbourg’s Rating

In Conclave, Cardinal 
Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) 
finds himself at the center 

of a conspiracy while 
overseeing one of the world’s 

most secretive events–
selecting a new Pope.  See this 

on Sunday, January 12, 2025 
at 2:00 p.m. in the PAC.
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2024 Christmas Celebration

1

4

2

5

3

6

1.  Carol Ricossa , Pam Lowery, Barbara 
Dale-Crafton, Dorsey Wade, Ginger Acuff 
and Laurence Streuli
2.   TV Miller, Jimmye Pidgeon, CEO Kent 
Phillips & Alice Anne Miller
3.  Katie White with her Mom, Karen 
White
4. Maxine Patterson
5. Betty Green
6.  Sue Ferguson, Sue Myers and 
Anna Pyland

Resident Reflections

2

1

1.  Presentation of Berl Olswanger’s Brass 
Note to Anna Olswanger, daughter.
2. Kitty Cannon enjoyed the music at the 
Brass Note presentation.
3. Resident Choir at the Christmas Carol 
Community Sing.
4. Buddy Nix enjoyed the Brass Note presen-
tation.
5. Merrill Ann Cole delighted in the Christ-
mas Carols at the Community Sing.

3

4

5
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177 N. Highland St.
Memphis, TN 38111

(901) 325-4000


